Helmet Bill
HB 473 was passed by the House in 1997 to give those riders 21 years of age and older the right to choose whether to wear a helmet when riding. The Senate passed SB 99 but with amendments put on by Senator Wentworth requiring that you have $10,000 in medical insurance or has taken the rider training course. The House held HB 473 until SB99 came over and laid it on HB 473 stripping the amendments and giving a clean Bill. The Senate did not concur; we went to conference and finally agreed to the Amendments.  

The law was a complete nightmare for enforcement purposes. Law enforcement officials at all levels and many judges did not know the law. This resulted in untold numbers of tickets from day one and continued for several years. “Let the judge decide if you meet the requirements, we just enforce the law” was the constant refrain heard from officers. This resulted in a lot of lost time, lost wages and aggravation for riders who were legally riding without a helmet.

HB 2585 was introduced to correct this problem and once again the senate changed the Bill so it did not rectify the enforcement problem. We accepted the Amended Bill as it still said that if you show proof of compliance with the law, an officer cannot write a ticket. It also says that officers must take sensitivity training to eliminate profiling riders for traffic stops. Enforcement of the current law is still a nightmare for riders. It is now being used as a tool for harassment.  
When bikers gather for a Rally, State Troopers, County, and City Police gather around the Rally entrance in many areas and stop all riders not wearing a helmet. Once the rider is stopped and shown to be legal they then begin inspecting the bike and asking for permission to search. They will do anything to be able to give a ticket. DPS Chief Beckworth has worked with us to no avail to stop this type enforcement. He has issued guidelines to prevent this problem and yet it continues. Hundreds of bikers are stopped at events and are run through the wringer. At this writing the last complaint filed with Chief Beckworth was a stop in Elgin where the rider was legal showing proof of insurance; the officer couldn’t find anything wrong with the bike so he gave the rider a warning ticket after about 40 minutes into the stop. We asked Chief Beckworth since when do you get a warning ticket for being legal?

He agreed and said he was doing his best to correct this problem but some of them just go off on their own. DPS Officer Grace, in Brownwood, stops the local riders on a routine basis.  Some, more than once in the same day. He knows they are legal but says they need the sticker, which is not true. He says he will continue to stop them until they get the sticker. His superiors have chastised him for this over the years, but he just continues on his way. 
We are asking that you make the law so simple that anyone can understand it. If you are 21 years of age or older you can ride without a helmet. We have worked with the law under its present form for years and it isn’t getting any better. Riders are aware that it is up to us to protect our interest when riding on the road. We are constantly being killed and maimed by drivers who either have no insurance or just the minimum required by law.
We carry insurance and we are certain there are a higher percentage of riders who carry uninsured/underinsured policies than with other vehicle drivers. These Amendments were not necessary in 1997 and they are not necessary today.

Thank You

