Failure To Yield
This Bill is not just about motorcycles, it is about all users of the states highways and thoroughfares taking personal responsibility for their driving habits. There is no such thing as a traffic accident caused by inattentive driving since the driver intentionally chooses to be distracted doing other things while driving.  The driver is responsible to use safe driving habits at all times.

There are indisputably many distractions built into a vehicle today not to mention, those distractions the drivers themselves come up with. Talking on the cell phone, chastising the kids, retrieving a dropped object from the floor, grooming, just to name a            few. These combined, form bad driving habits that cause drivers not to pay attention to their driving and they therefore cause a Collision.
The majority of collisions that involve motorcycles are caused by inattentive drivers failing to yield right of way to the rider. Of course some are the fault of the rider who would be covered under this Bill the same as any other driver.  Basically a person who fails to yield right of way causing a collision resulting in serious bodily injury or death generally serves no jail time and only pays a small fine. This is not acceptable for anyone.

HB 528 by Rep. Menendez would require a greater penalty for those who through their inattentive driving habits, fail to yield the right of way to others. If the act of violation causes a collision which results in serious bodily injury or death, the sentence must result in a minimum of 30 days incarceration. That may sound like a tough penalty but this is a serious problem. Highway deaths could be reduced drastically by this measure.

Rep. Rose will introduce a Bill which would carry a less drastic measure but could at least have some effect on the senseless loss of life and either one could save the state millions of dollars if enacted. We are open to negotiation on the actual wording of either Bill, but something has to be done to prevent the carnage created by inattentive drivers.
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